[Intraperitoneal neoplastic dissemination of incidental gallbladder carcinoma after laparoscopic surgery].
Several laboratory and clinical studies have raised the concern that laparoscopic procedures might worsen the prognosis of patient with malignant disease due to premature intraperitoneal cancer cell dissemination. The aim of the study was to examine the risk of the dissemination in patients with unsuspected gallbladder cancer diagnosed after laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC). A retrospective clinicopathologic study was performed on 5 patients with unsuspected gallbladder cancer without preoperatively diagnosis among 1280 patients that underwent LC in the period 1993-2002. The possible neoplastic dissemination was compared to that reported in 8 patients affected from unsuspected gallbladder cancer diagnosed after open cholecystectomy. Two patients with unsuspected gallbladder cancer (T1a-T2) presented a port-site recurrence after respectively six and four months. There was not statistically significant difference between types of cholecystectomy (LC or OC). Survival rate did not change according to whether the operation was carried out using LC or OC. After an accurate checking of the factors indicated to explain the early neoplastic dissemination frequently observed in the patients undergone LC and an analysis of their own experience the Authors conclude that LC does not worsen the prognosis of unsuspected gallbladder cancer.